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Abstract

The desert area known today as
Mauritania has known urban centers
since ancient times back to prehistoric
times, and throughout different
historical ~ periods; The region
witnessed the emergence of many
urban models that left their mark on the
history of the region and its regional
scope.
The Mauritanian desert area also knew
different models of active urban

centers during the midieval and
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modern periods, such as: Walata -
Ouadane -Tichit - Chinguetti .These
cities were able to occupy a high
economic and cultural position that
enabled them to play important roles in
regional fields. This research at hand
seeks to identify the cultural heritage in
the Mauritanian field, along with
showing the economic and position
occupied by the Mauritanian desert
cities We took the city of Walata as an
expressive example of the economic
position that these cities were known
for, from the establishement till the
beginning of the 13th century AH -
19th century AD.
Keywords : Mauritania, Desert cities,
Walata, Desert trade.
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